What are greenhouse gases and the greenhouse ef-

fect?
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y The Greenhouse Effect

Some sunlight that hits
NBDF RWANDA TO RAISE AWARENESS AND CAPACITY N the earth is reflected.

Some becomes heat.
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The Nile Basin Discourse Forum in Rwanda, in Septem- in the atmosphere
ber 2009 started a six months project on “Building ca- trap heat, keeping
the earth warm,

pacity and raising awareness for a sensitive community

on climate change adaptation in Rwanda” . The

90,000USD project is funded by CC DARE from the
Danish Foreign Ministry.

The project will involve Nile Basin Discourse Forum in

Rwanda’s 30 NGOs working in the Nile Basin region of

Rwanda, and all its stakeholders in various sectors.

The project seeks to achieve 3 main objectives:

To build capacity of Civil society Organizations on cli-
mate change adaptation, to provide adequate informa-
tion by producing and disseminating awareness materi-
als on climate change adaptation, document and dis-
seminate best practices of climate change adaptation

and vulnerability reduction among Rwandan CSOs.



Variations of the Earth’s Surface Temperature for...

Mean temperature anomaly in °C
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Observational records show that the continent of Af-
rica has been warming through the 20th century at the
rate of about 0.05°C per decade with slightly larger
warming in the June-November seasons than in De-
cember-May (Hulme et al., 2001). By the year 2000, the
5 warmest years in Africa had all occurred since 1988,
with 1988 and 1995 being the two warmest years. This
rate of warming is not dissimilar to that experienced
globally, and the periods of most rapid warming-the
1910s to 1930s and the post-1970s-occur simultane-

ously in Africa and the world.

Nile Basin Discourse Forum represents Afri-

can Civil Society Organizations on World

Bank.

The Clean Technology Fund of World Bank’s

Climate Investment Fund, since, August selected
', Mr. John GAKUMBA, the Ag. NPC of NBDF
Y ‘-; ;{Ii Rwanda to represent all African CSOs on the

Fund Trust Committee. This is World Bank’s

Climate Financing body. The NBDF Rwanda coordinator is in charge

of energy, transport, agriculture and industrial sectors.
He is also the African Youth Youth Initiative on Climate Change Advi-

sor and in charge of fundraising mechanism for the same network.
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Although many “greenhouse gases” occur naturally,
human activities have increased their levels and added
new ones. Greenhouse gases of concern include carbon
dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and fluorinated gases.

Scientists say that increased levels of these gases are
contributing to climate change. Water vapor is the
most abundant greenhouse gas, but human activity




